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Getting to Know Jesus – The Gospel of Mark 
Mark 14:1-31 
“Jesus: The Passover Lamb” – April 2, 2017	 
 
Introduction  
 
It’s Thursday of Passion Week, hours before Jesus’ trial and crucifixion. The theme running 
through Mark 14 is betrayal. The high priests and scribes want Him dead, Judas will betray 
him for 30 pieces of silver, and all 12 of the disciples will eventually abandon Him in His time of 
need. But sandwiched between each betrayal are two breathtaking examples of devotion. 
First is the devotion of a woman who anoints Jesus with the costly perfume. Second is the 
devotion of God for His people. A covenant communicates commitment, and Jesus will 
establish the new covenant in the shedding of His blood. The two examples of devotion are 
set in stark contrast to the betrayals for a reason: they remind us that our devotion to God 
comes from seeing God’s gracious love for those who’ve betrayed God in their sin – sinners 
like Peter, and sinners like us. To help us regularly remember God’s love, He gives us the 
Lord’s Supper. It’s here, we remember His body broken and blood poured out - 
demonstrating His unparalleled love (Rom. 5:8).  

 
Pray 
 
Before you begin, take some time to ask God to help you understand His word, to reveal 
what needs to change in you, and for the grace to follow Him in response.  
 
Sermon Outline  
 
I. What is the right response to Jesus? Unrivaled devotion (14:1-11) 
II. How is that possible? By seeing God’s gracious love for sinners like us (14:12-31) 

 
Read & Discuss 
 
1) Read Mark 14:1-11 

 
After the woman anoints Jesus, she is rebuked by the disciples for wasting what could 
have been sold and given to the poor. She seemed to get what the disciples missed – 
that Jesus’ presence was unique and incomparable in value. Her sacrifice becomes a 
mirror for self-examination. In everything we do – in our home, at our office, with our 
friends, during our leisure…in every decision, we’re called to love God. What does your 
schedule, wallet, or priorities suggest you value? Where do you pour out the ointment of 
your time, talents and treasure? Jesus also highlights in v8 ‘she has done what she could.’ 
Instead of competing with others or assuming God measures our gifts and obedience 
based on externals, we need to ask, “What can I do in the season and place God has 
me now?” If what we do comes from a heart that loves and trusts God, it is pleasing and 
beautiful to Him regardless of how big or small it is. Is what you do throughout your day 
motivated by a love for God? Are there ways you’re motivated by other loves?  
 
Additional reading: Malachi 1:6-14; Mark 2:18-22; 1 Corinthians 3:10-15; Matthew 6:21 
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2) Read Mark 14:12-31 
 
Three times, Jesus told His disciples about His coming betrayal, death and resurrection 
(Mk. 8:31, 9:31, 10:33-34). Mark makes clear that Jesus’ death is not an accident that 
catches Jesus by surprise. Instead, Jesus demonstrates His sovereign control by preparing 
for the Passover meal, by referencing the events that will happen ‘as it is written,’ 
(foretold by the prophets), and in His confidence of the coming kingdom of God (Mk. 
14:25). Though Jesus knew Judas would betray Him (Jn. 13:26), He doesn’t speak up to 
expose Him. Why not? What does that say about His love for His people (see Isa. 53:7)? 
The clearest display of God’s love for us is the cross. Take some time to think about the 
significance of that meal which symbolizes Christ’s body broken (bread) and blood shed 
(wine). What does the Lord’s Supper remind us about the seriousness of our sin and God’s 
love? What does it remind us about our unity as a church family? How does it point us 
forward to our sure and future hope of when Christ returns to set up His kingdom? 

 
Additional reading: Isaiah 53, Zechariah 13:7-9, Romans 8:31-39, 1 Corinthians 11:17-34 

 
Prayer of Response  
 
Spend time praying together in response to God’s word for His help and greater faith to 
follow Him in the week to come. To guide your time in prayer, take some time to read over 
and use the lyrics from the 2nd and 3rd verse “O Great God” as a springboard for prayer. You 
may even consider singing it together! 
 

VERSE 2 
I was blinded by my sin 
Had no ears to hear Your voice 
Did not know Your love within 
Had no taste for heaven’s joys 
Then Your Spirit gave me life 
Opened up Your Word to me 
Through the gospel of Your Son 
Gave me endless hope and peace 
 
VERSE 3 
Help me now to live a life 
That’s dependent on Your grace 
Keep my heart and guard my soul 
From the evils that I face 
You are worthy to be praised 
With my every thought and deed 
O great God of highest heaven 
Glorify Your Name through me 

 
If you missed the sermon on Sunday or would like to listen again, visit our website at 
http://firstbaptistum.com/media.php?pageID=6  


